! Do confront and urge when necessary (2Tim 4:1-2). Do it in a fair, reasonable, and gracious way. Let the Spirit control your words and actions.
Leave a Stone in His Shoe
! Don't rush to reaping in every conversation.
Sometimes the fruit is not ripe. Be faithful in planting, watering and weeding. God will reap.
! Make a goal to give each person something to consider that is difficult to ignore, like a stone in his shoe.
The Columbo Tactic
What Is It?
Rather than quarrel, ask questions that invite thoughtful dialogue. ! Questions give you a way to make progress on a point without being pushy.
Advantages of Columbo
! Questions can help you guide the conversation.
Basics of Using Columbo
"What do you mean by that?" 
Don't Take the Bait
If a person tries to shift the burden of proof to you, don't take the bait. The person who makes an assertion is the one who should bear the burden.
When Overmatched
When overmatched, don't argue your case. Give the person credit for interesting ideas. Express interest in understanding the person's point of view. Then say, "Let me think about it."
Lead the Way
If a person makes a claim that you wish to address, use questions to help the person see the potential flaws for himself. Example: ! Your objective is to point out weaknesses in a view in a way that is not pushy or condescending. Be clever, but innocent (Mat 10:16).
! Try an indirect approach with a phrase such as "Have you considered...?"
! Use a soft challenge that is genial.
• "Would you be willing to look at another angle?"
• "May I suggest an alternative?"
Being a Better Columbo
To be a better Columbo, be ready (1Pet 3:15). The difficulty is that contradictions are often embedded in larger ideas which make them difficult to recognize (Col 2:8). Listen carefully.
Defending Against the Columbo Ambush
Some world-views are self-refuting.
! The Hindu view that the world is an illusion contradicts the idea that anyone would know they are a player in the illusion.
! Theistic evolution suggests that God used evolution to design the world. This is contradictory because creation has a purpose and evolution is accidental.
! The claim that only science gives reliable truth is self-refuting. There is no scientific evidence to prove that science is the only way to know truth. The claim is not a fact of science. It is a philosophical assertion.
! The notion that all religions are equally true (pluralism) is self-refuting. Some religions claim to be the only true religion. They can't all be the only true religion.
Objections at Odds
Sometimes people state objections that are at odds with one another.
Examples:
! Heaven would be a poor place without Ghandi in it.
The reasoning here is that Ghandi was a good person. Good people go to heaven; therefore, he should go to heaven. The problem is that the Hindu view is that there is no clear distinction between good or bad.
! Someone complains when people treat others like beasts then states that humans are simply evolved beasts.
There is no way to account for a transcendent standard of objective good without the existence of a transcendent moral rule maker. The question is not whether an atheist can be moral but whether he can make sense of morality in a universe without God.
Taking the Roof Off

Reductio Ad Absurdum
Sometimes when you press an idea to its logical consequences, the result is absurd. Most people enjoy living in a world filled with morality, meaning, and order; however, many of these people deny that God exists. How can you help them begin to see the flaw in their thinking?
Roof Removal, Step by Step Occasionally, you will meet a person who is controlling and verbally abusive. A notable trait of steam rollers is that they frequently interrupt. They aren't interested in conversation. Their aim is to intimidate. What can you do to keep from getting flattened by a steamroller?
1. Stop him: Make a genial request for courtesy.
• "I'm not quite finished."
• "Let me respond to your statement. When I'm finished, you can make your next point."
• "That's a good question which deserves a decent answer. It will take me several minutes to do that. Is that okay with you?" Talk calmly. Avoid any hint of irritation, but don't go on to the steamroller's long list of points until he gives you an opportunity to address the first one. 
More Sweat, Less Blood
The more you sweat in training, the less you bleed in battle.
1. Be ready for opportunities.
2. Keep what you say simple and centered on salvation. 3. Avoid religious language. 4. Focus on the truth of Christianity. 5. Give reasons for your claims. 6. Stay calm. 7. Let the person leave when he likes. Don't force the conversation. 8. Don't let him leave empty-handed. Offer a website address, a way to contact you, or another way to get answers to his questions.
Find other believers who will meet with you regularly to study topics that prepare them as ambassadors for Christ.
Don't avoid those who disagree with you. Don't be discouraged when others get the best of you. Know and speak the truth. Leave the rest in God's hands. 
